Chapter Nineteen
THE GOLDEN JUBILEE

ON the 2yth May 1925, Maharaja Sayaji Rao com-
pleted fifty years of rule. At the date of his accession
Baroda was in chaos; in 1925 she was one of a few States
held up as models for others to copy. In 1875 her finances
were in utter disorder; large sums of money were found
in the women's apartments; the roads were unsafe; the
nobles were unruly. The cultivators upon whom rested
the prosperity of the State steered a precarious course
between the Scylla of uncertainty of tenure, and the
Charybdis of exaction and oppression. There was hardly
anything that could properly be called a road, and railways
as the outcome of State enterprise did not exist. The
capital was perhaps up to the standard of Indian towns in
those days, but the public buildings were inadequate, the
streets narrow, and there was no assured supply of water.

All this was changed by Sayaji Rao. The finances were
placed upon a solid basis; method was introduced into
work and administration; the cultivators were en-
couraged by a regular settlement of the land tax. Roads
were built, and a great impetus was especially given to
railways. The capital in particular received much. The
water-supply was one of the earliest and greatest gifts of
the Maharaja; the roads were widened, as the noble
thoroughfares attest. Education was not only fostered,
but was for the first time adequately housed. The ad-
ministration of justice was purified and systematized,
and Baroda was one of the first States to establish a High
Court on the British pattern. Medicine received adequate
recognition in the establishment of a hospital which takes
high rank in India.

Not all of this can be credited to Maharaja Sayaji Rao.
The foundations were well and truly laid during his